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'W.hite House spokesman sure could embarrass some 
Gerald H Warren said yes- donors, particularly foreign- 
terdkjr a Washington Post ers, and possibly create in- . 
story on a gift of jewelry ternational difficulties, 
from— the Saudi Arabian Early in 1969; the First 

1 . royal family to Mrs- Nixon Family made a dec ision to 

was- blown completely out make a record of all gifts re- ) 

of propoi tions and sensa- ceived and to preserve them 

tionalized.” for the nation, Warren said. • 

Warren said the story by He specifically objected to 
Maxine Cheshire took “a a part of the story which 

natural situation and manu- said that -some of the jew- 

faetured that situation in a elry, which had been used 

sensational way that shows by Mrs. Nixon and her 

to me the lengths to which daughter Tricia Cox, was 

some people will go to, by not recorded at the time re- 
inference, cast the First ceived. He said it was. 

Family in a bad light. Warren said that when “a 

The Nixon administration member of. this honored pro- 

has recorded all gifts pre- fession goes to such lengths - 

cisely and in great detail, to demean the First Family” 

Warren said when ques- aftei r being given the facts 

tioned about the story re- in detail he found it “totally 
porting that the Saudi Ara- inexcusable.” 
bian royal family had given In fact, The Post story 
jewelry, including a. set val- said that although Gifts 

uedjat, more than $52,400, to Unit records indicate the re- 

the Nixons in the last five ceipt of a gift of jewelry 

years. among other items given by 

Warren said that the gifts Saudi Arabian Prince Sul- 

are :• the property of the. tan on July 1, 1972, the jew- 

American people and main- elry was not actually re- 
tained that all gifts are reg- ceived or processed by the 

i istered as received. unit with a description of 

The White House did not ^ Pieces or their value un- 

remove its ban on access to ^ March 28, 1974, the day 

the - files on gifts for screen- after a reporter asked to see 

ing by reporters to deter- records on specific Saudi 

mine what jewels, paintings jewels, 
or :other objects of substan- Warren also denied that 
■ tial ' value . have been given White House counsel J. Fred 
in addition to the Saudi Ara- Buzhardt recommended that 
bian royal gifts/ Mrs. Nixon transfer the gifts 

While the White House -from a White House safe to 
states emphatically it con- the gifts office in the Execu- 
siders such gifts in the cate- tive Office Building, 
gory of “public property” Asked why these particu- 

and that they will go to a lar gifts were appraised by 

“public repository” after experts and others were not, 

Mr. Nixon leaves office, it Warren said he did not 

maintains that the records know. 

of gifts are Mr. Nixon’s pri- “It is not the practice to , 

vate files and that disclo- appraise every gift,” he said. 



